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December 6 








Nichols, Beverley A THATCHED ROOF Doubleday, Doran 





P.Be (Report on this title was promised in the last bulletin. Here it is - 
heading the list of MUST BOOKS, not only by virtue of the healthy sale of DOWN THE 
GARDEN PATH last season, but on its own merit.) An utterly enchanting book, which is 
ostensibly a sequel to its predecessor, but stands bravely on its own feet and makes 
the house in the garden come alive under loving hands. A book that is ready made 
for everyone who owns or has owned or wants to own a little house in the country, 
and a missionary for the lost souls who think they are incurably wedded to city 
streets. Humor and poetry and enchantment are found in its pages. Mrs. l., the 
inveterate manager of other folk's business, the Professor, with his oddities of 
Scientific investigation, and the perfectly named Undine all come in again. And 
the reader shares Mr. Nichols! tremors over the housekeeper he yearned to oust from 
her cushy job, but dared not face with his convictions of her inadequacy. An ideal 
@ gift book and a plus book for all your discriminating customers. May be obtained 
boxed with DON THE GARDEN PATH, or sold separately. $2.50 




























December 27 
Smith, Thorne SKIN AND BONES Doubleday, Doran 


Thorne Smith's latest hero, if his long-suffering characters deserve the 
name, has a nasty habit of turning into a skeleton, which forms the basis of some 
excruciatingly funny and utterly ridiculous situations, more fun for the reader 
than the principal actor. Not what could be termed a pleasantly amusing book, but 
readymade for the Thorne Smith fan. Does not ring the bell as earlier books have 


done, but a step ahead of the last title, RAIN IN THE DOORWAY. $2.00 
January 5 

Nordhoff, Chas. & Hall, J. N. MEN AGAINST THE SEA : Little, Brown 

P.B. . "The outstanding success of MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY paved the way for this 


tale of one of the most amazing voyages in the annals of the sea, a voyage of 3600 
miles through uncharted seas in a twenty three foot open boat. Set adrift by the 
mutineers, the captain of the Bounty with seventeen loyal members of his crew nav~ 
igated his frail craft to safety. No higher praise can be given to MEN AGAINST THE 
SEA than to say it is a worthy sequel to MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY. Its market is to 
every reader of the earlier book and to every lover of the sea. This book is set 
on a smaller canvas; there is less scope for dramatic narrative, perhaps; but it is 
, a powerful story of a grim struggle against starvation, mental and physical anguish, 
and unceasing hardship, and of a man in whom redemption was achieved through the 
challenge of circumstances which brought out his qualities of leadership. Some 
readers may not like it as much because of the stark umrelieved tragedy, but I 
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followed it with every bit as much interest as the first book. It has my unqualified 
backing." ~ %. S. McCawley, Haverford. (The serialization in the Post is greatly 


deleted, and should not interfere with the sale of the book. ) : 4 po 
January 10 

Buck, Pearl S. 3 THE MOTHER John Day 

P.B. Back to the tempo of THE GOOD EARTH, although not connected with either 


that book or SONS, in any way. In this moving story of a Chinese peasant woman, to 
whom the daily round of toil and pain and poverty and birth seems inevitable and not 
to be questioned, Pearl Buck has recaptured the rhythm of the soil again. It is a 
slighter story than either THE GOOD EARTH or SONS; a more concentrated picture of a 
family, ill-fated throughout, rather than a cross section of a class in the social 
scheme. A book in which even the tragedy seems inevitable, in which the essential 
characteristic of a race, the emphasis on "saving face", becomes almost a fetish 
even in so lowly a character as the "mother". Sure of a market and wide publicity. 

$2.50 

January 24 


Lewis, Sinclair WORK OF ART Doubleday, Doran 


American yersion, IMPERIAL PALACE (arnold Bennett) ~ metamorphosed into a 
composite picture of the thousands of drab, commercial hotels this country over, 
with side trimmings of New York's exclusive caravansaries, of eyries of high class 
boot-leggers, of resort hotels in varying degrees of preservation, and of family 
hotels in good and bad repute. The central character is Myron Weagle, who at 15 is 
inspired by a traveling salesman with an ideal of perfection ~ ami goes after it, 
with commendable zeal and intelligence and imagination. Throughout the upward climb, 
from the lowest rungs to the "perfect hotel" he keeps an "idea book" ~ and then 
comes the realization and the crash. The finale is as unexpected as it is moving. 
And throughout, Sinclair Lewis succeeds in making his umprepossessing hero an amaz~ 
ingly interesting and appealing character, the little man with the vision. Somehow 
there is more tie-up with DODSWORTH than with others of his books, though it is hard 
to amalyze. Certainly a man's book, rather than a woman's. In addition to the reg~ 
ular Lewis market, which is there without much effort on the part of the salesman, 
there is a chance for a plus sale in calling the book to the personal attention of 
local hotel and inn keepers, and to any "traveling men" in the community. ‘The pub- 
lishers have some special sales ideas ~ send for your 16-page "idea books" for your- 
selves and your customers, and watch the advanée campaign for sales aids. Posters - 
advertising ~ etc. scheduled. $2.50 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~ Fiction 


January 2 


Beaton, George JACK ROBINSON Viking Press 


A difficult book to place ~- fictionized autobiography, perhaps. An adult 
looks back on a year out of youth, a year in which a boy started ‘to run away to sea, 
but ended in Bristol as a tool of tramps and thieves and "racketeers" -— old style. 

_ The emphasis is not on the adventures of the life, nor yet on the sociological 
aspects, but rather on the psychological adventures of youth in search of truth, 
through sordidness and the seamy side of life. At the end of the year he returns 


home, | $2.50 
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Burnham, David _WEDDING SONG Viking Press 


I miss my guess if this isn't a flop ~ but then I'm not a Huxley fan and 
this is a POINT COUNTERPOINT attempt, with a bit of stream of consciousness - 1934 
model ~ thrown in. The background is Venice today; the characters, expatriots for 
the most part, American, English, with a blend of Italians connected by racial inter- 
marriage; the plot revolves around the desire on the part of Kit to take revenge, 
through a stock market gamble, on his father; and on the desire of impoverished 
Italians to use their marketable daughter, Beatrice, as a pawn in their game of 
finance and matrimony. The story is two dimensional, and told for the most part in 
dialogue or monologue, at one time by Kit, at another time by his sister, Narcissa. 

: $2.50 

Paul, Phyllis WE ARE SPOILED Morrow 


P.B. A first novel of exceptional quality and originality. Not slated for wide 
popularity or easy sales, but a book that is apt to get critical commendation and 
that will appeal to your Faulkner audience, although it is not so morbidly sombre, 
nor so sex~ridden. <A strangely oblique, detached sort of tale, restrained almost 

to the point of a loss of clarity, but beautiful in the telling and inescapably 
fascinating, The English heaths, where an oddly assorted group of young people 
grow up with little restraint; Paris, where the girl Jael is sent to be trained by 
a faded courtesan for the rake who never makes her his mistress; and the heaths 
again. Thus the round - and the end is tragedy, inescapable. $2.50 


Royde~Smith, Naomi DAVID Viking Press 


A psychological story, told in three parts ~ almost a "confession" plot, 
in worldly setting. The interplay of emotion is the theme which motivates the whole, 
as the story is unfolded, first through the best friend of the father of David; then 
through the confidant of the mother (a woman who is playing a double game; ) finally 
through the medium, to whom the mother has turned, and who is fed with information 
by the mother's confidant. A novelette, rather than a full sized novel. Might 
appeal to the Edith Olivier audience. $175 


January 3 


Bernstein, Hillel L'AFFAIRE JONES Stokes 


A spoofing yarn of a youth from Georgia, where his culinary art in creating 
his mother's famous corn pone and pot likker is not appreciated, who goes to Paris to 
get even with the home town by writing up the art of the French cuisine. And of the 
entanglements in which he innocently becomes involved. And of how that very fame he 
missed in Georgia saves his scalp in Paris, home of the epicures. Amusing but not 


hilarious - a slight tale, with a certain degree of originality. Literary Guild. = 
$2.5 


Gibbs, Philip THE CROSS OF PEACE Doubleday, Doran 


A political novel against the setting of modern Europe. The central char- 
acter is a French officer, and the story begins at the time of the German occupation - 
starting with Mainz and going on to the Ruhr section. And the story ends with the 
triumph of the madman Hitler, and the glorified madness which he expresses through 
the anti-Semitic atrocities. And between, the Frenchman is mentally crucified be~ 
cause of his ability to see the tragedy of the other side. $2.50 


January 5 
Bell, Neil BREDON AND SONS Little, Brown 


P.Be A far cry from THE LORD OF LIFE; closer to his earlier MARRIAGE OF SIMON 
HARPER in workmanship, though a bigger book on a larger canvas. A family saga ~ 
English ~ from about the mid 19th century to today, the story of a family, early 
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associated with shipbuilding and high standards of craftsmanship, more recently 
identified with such varied fields as airplanes rubber raincoats, the stage and 
literature! From old George Bredon, who vould die with his boots on, down through 
four generations, until the strain begins to die out. A meaty book of the old order, 
with the concentration on the detailed study of the tragedy of the modern youth of 
the fourth generation. Good reading, for those who liked HAVEN’S END or the Storm 


Jameson books of the shipbuilding family life period. $2.50 
Jamuary 12 
Orczy, Baroness THE WAY OF THE SCARLET PIMPERNEL Putnam 


Sir Percy still marches on, and is here found up to his old tricks, as vig- 
orous as ever, his way is the way of danger and chivalry and laughter. The French 
Revolution and the Reign of Terror supply endless bypaths for the ingenious story-— 
teller, and the Pimpernel comes to the rescue of a French damsel who has ventured al- 
most too far in her efforts to free her lover, and of her friends, whom he aids in 
escaping to England, For the Farnol fans a™ those who demand cloak~and~sword- 


romand. , $2.00 
January/5 

Rinehart, Mary Roberts THE STATE VERSUS ELINOR NORTON Farrar & Rinehart 

P.B. Too important a book to be sold as a conventional mystery. Perhaps it be-~ 


longs in the "Must" section. An inverted story, in which the criminal ~ so-called ~ 
is on trial in the opening chapter, and the balance of the story is the retelling of 
her life, from her childhood romance to the tragedy of the death of the man she had 
loved, in later years. Should be sold ~ and rented ~ to not only Mary Roberts Rine~ 
hart fans, but to those who like a good character story, a good love story, and to 


those who demand another book as absorbing as THE PARADINE CASE. $2.00 
January 16 

Hoffman, Richard WATCH THE CURVES Farrar & Rinehart 

P.B. Three cheers for a good story teller. The author of THE PRODIGAL DUKE 


proved his facility as a spinner of tales, but then he had glamorous trimmings. This 
time he has told a modern story, actually original, not only in plot, but in setting 
and twists and turns. Oh, it's not epoch making — nor yet the great American novel ~ 
nor a masterpiece of fine writing. But it is good entertainment. The skeleton of 
the plot is a transcontinental, share expense trip, in which seven unconnected people 
are thrown for almost a week, into necessarily close intimacy. There's humor and 
pathos and drama and melodrama and romance and theft and murder and blackmail. What 
more can you ask? $2.00 


January 17 
Kelland, Clarence Buddington THE CAT'S PAW Harper 


Good fun, and the best story Kelland has given us for some time. An America) 
son of a missionary, well versed, through youthful experience in the wiles and circum 
locutions of the Oriental mind, returns to his home town, and gets more or less cat- 
apulted into politics. His eastern training turns the wheel of fate his way, and he 
gets a chance to play politics in a novel way. Plenty of amusing situations, and a 


chance to give some sly digs at our political machinery. $2.00 
January 22 
Brinig, Myron | OUT OF LIFE Farrar & Rinehart 


Those who found FLUTTER OF AN EYELID an exciting excursion down the back 
alleys will be disappointed if they look for similar smut in this. A far cry, from 
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all angles. This is a somewhat mystical and symbolical study of a man's reactions 
to the world about him when an unexpected bit of news opens his eyes. That the news 
in this instance happened to be that in middle age he was to become ~ for the first 
time ~ a father ~ has really very little to do with the case. It serves simply as a 
springboard for a series of experiences, mental and physical. For a limited audience. 
$2.50 


Graves, Robert, Editor THE REAL DAVID COPPERFIELD apr + | 3 TN Brace 


If Dickens had not been forced to consider the inhibitions of his day, and 
if he had not been forced to pad, in order to meet the lineage demands of the period~ 
icals for which he wrote, this is the DAVID COPPERFIELD he would have written. Such 
is the theory on which this editing was done. The result is good reading. The es~ 
sence of the real COPPERFIELD is all there; the situations, characters, inimitable 
dialogue; but the whole is sharpened into modern focus by careful pruning and trimming 
and abridging. Just what the market is, one wonders. Perhaps it will have a place 
in bringing new readers to worship at the Dickens! shrine. $2.50 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-Fiction 5 








December 1 
Rascoe, Burton PROMETHEANS: Ancient and Modern Putnam 
P.B. Not so well balanced a book as TITANS OF LITERATURE, but with enough con- 


troversial material to start the ball rolling, and enough sound critical appraisal 

to make it a permanent seller in the field of literature. The opening chapter, 

Saint Mark, will antagonize many ,conservative readers. He uses the gospel transcriber 
as a springboard for a little private exegesis of Scripture, an investigation into 
the authenticity of the Christ legend as such. Aretino will be of particular interest 
as a tie-up with the chapter in MAN OF THE RENAISSANCE dealing with the "scourge of 
princes" from a rather different angle. Petronius, Lucian, Apuleius, Nietzsche, D. H. 
Lawrence, Dreiser and Cabell are the other characters treated. Uneven in length and 
in literary value. The emphasis throughout is psychological and critical rather than 
biographical. $2.75 


January 2 
Halle, Fannina WOMAN IN SOVIET RUSSIA Viking Press 


An exceedingly interesting study of the position of women, not only in Sov~ 
iet Russia, but in Old Russia. Through the changing status of woman, one follows the 
changing history of that little understood country, and sees the planting of the seeds 
of revolution, many generations back. Then comes the stormy history of the Revolution 
itself, with the emphasis on the part played by women ~ individually and in groups. 
Finally, a thorough survey of woman in Russia today, — in society, in industry, in 
the new economic order. A factual record, with many case histories, it throws much 
light, not only on the problems of marriage, family life, birth control, children, 
public health, education, politics and the arts, but on the gradual adjustment the 
women are themselves making, psychologically. Straightforward, surprisingly detached, 
on the whole sympathetic to the present regime, it is, none the less, a definite con-. 
tribution to a better understanding of Russia today, amd of current sociology. The 


author is a Russian, and has spent two years there recently. Not sensational grt 
way. $405 


January 9 


Sinclair, Gordon CANNIBAL QUEST Farrar & Rinehart 





The author of FOOTLOOSE IN INDIA continues his wanderings, this time follow- 
ing the equator around in a search for man-eaters. In the course of his travels he 
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encounters other globe trotters, including Frank Buck. The book is good entertain- 
ment - escape reading ~ adventures blended with a goodly assortment of miscellaneous 
information, enlivened by the journalese eye. There's a blend of such oddly assorted 
matters as New Guinea and the Papuan cannibals and the fantastic gold fields, Borneo, 
crocodile hunting, elephants, snakes, sultans, major and minor poentates, Malaya, 
tiger hunting, Siam, cholera, snake poison serum, Bangkok, white elephants, Burma, 


Mandalay, Kyber Pass, Madras, Baluchistan, and so on and so on. $2.50 
January 11 

LeGallienne, Eva AT 33 Longmans, Green 

P.B. Actress and producer and famous at 33, Eva LeGallienne tells here the story 


of her life on the stage, of the early discouragements and poverty and failures, of 

the hard work and unremitting determination to reach her goal, of her contacts with 
Constance Collier, Elsie Janis, Ethel Barrymore, and of the help and inspiration they 
were to her. Of her worship of Sarah Bernhardt, and her meeting her in childhood. Of 
the famous Duse, and the part she played in her rise to fame. But once a star, she 
found she needed something more, a goal that was not so personal. And the Civic 
Repertory Theatre was the answer, a contribution to enrich American theatrical history. 
Hers is a career still in the making. This book is her first period. Not a personal 
autobiography, except as her individuality comes out thru her theatrical experience. 


But none the less a very vital and absorbingly interesting story. $3.50 
January 18 
Cohn, Alfred TAKS THE WITNESS Stokes 


& Chisholm, Joseph 


(This book was originally on Long and Smith's list, scheduled for April 
publication and reported early last Spring. Now transferred to the Stokes list, and 
published in January 1934, it seems advisable to repeat the original report, for the 
sake of the clients who missed it.) The success of the Clarence Darrow autobiography 
and of SARSON THE ADVOCATE would seem to indicate a live interest in what goes on be~ 
hind the scenes in the law court. This new book of the same genre is the life of 
Earl Rogers, famous criminal lawyer of Los Angeles, who defended Clarence Darrow him- 
self. Every Coast bookshop will find for it a ready public, since it brings up again 
all sorts of notorious and spectacular cases, and presents Rogers as the lawyer who 
virtually never lost a case, and who dramatized his success and his personality so 
that his name was headline news whenever he appeared in a court room. Foreword by 
daughter, Adela Rogers St. Johns, novelist, is an amazing tribute to Earl Rogers, 


the mane $26 50 

=) ¢ ~~ > 2 
Fox, Ralph LENIN: A Biography /- 25 - Harcourt,Brace 
P.B. An important biography, the first really adequate one of the outstanding 


figure of the Russian Revolution that has appeared in English, The biographer knows 
the Soviet Union intimately; he has worked with Lenin's comrades; he was for three 
years a member of the Russian Communist Party, during part of which time he was work- 
ing in the Lenin Institute; he has studied thoroughly all available printed material, 
Lenin's own extensive works, his letters, documents, the contemporary press, his 
wife's memoirs and so on. The result is a readable and fairly comprehensive history 
of the background and roots of the revolution, from the early days of the student 
uprisings in the '70s and '80s, through the death of Lenin. The personal history is 
closely interwoven with the broader subject. He tells of Lenin’s boyhood in a sober 
middle~class home, of the adored older brother's tragic death in the cause of freedom, 
of his own much~interrupted education, his successive exiles, his years in France and 
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Switzerland and Germany and England, always working, working toward Revolution. 
There is much of strife within the parties, of conflicting personalities, of con- 
flicting theories. Finally, with the establishment of the Provisional Government, 
following the overthrow of the aristocrats, he returns to Russia, to peer and honor 
and eventually to death. “| $2.00 





Nijinsky, Romola SISCEESE Simon & Schuster 








P.B. Gorgeous material, this background of the Russian Imperial Ballet against 

/ which Nijinsky danced out his meteroic career. Pictures of the training of a great 
artist, of the building of creative genius, of his human relationships, of petty 
jealousies, of his friendship with Diaghilev and the breaking of the bond, of his 
strange courtship and marriage. Interesting study of the psychology and philosophy 
and interpretation of the ballets he made famous. . History of the evolution of the 
dance at that vital period in its development. Side pictures of great figures of 
the artistic world of that day. The coming of the Russian ballet, for the first 
time since the visit under Diaghilev, when Nijinsky was its brightest star, should 
prepare the market for this book. The ballet is due in New York about December 22nd, 
This book is scheduled for publication within a few weeks. Watch the local schedule, 
and play up the book when the ballet is due in your vicinity. $3.00 


Ogden, C. K. THE SYSTEM OF BASIC mein ped sol Lt Brace 


In Wells! SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME he says: "By 2020, there was hardly any- 
one in the world who could not talk 'Basic English'." What is it? A system of 850 
English words, devised to cover the needs of everyday life, and to furnish an inter- 
national auxiliary lenguage. A good deal of publicity has already been given it; 
various recent speeches and passages from published works have been "translated" into 
this concentrated language to show how applicable it is to daily needs. -The system 
is due a good deal of widespread publicity, and the book is expected to create quite 
a furor. Bookshops in centers where there is interest in language, or where there is 
a foreign population, intelligent enough to demand a quick road to learning English, 
may find a small but steady sale for this. sD Mt 


~ 


Smith, Logan Pearsall ALL TRIVIA [aefev Y Harcourt, Brace 
/ 


An omnibus volume, containing Trivia, More Trivia, Afterthoughts, and 
Last Words. Will find a public widened by the success of his more recent publication 
ON READING SHAKESPEARE. For the public interested in the best of essays. 77? 








RECOMMENDED MYSTERIES AND WESTERNS 


January 2 
Bush, Christopher THE KITCHEN CAKE MURDERS Morrow 
An English country town mystery in which the recipe for a cake helps break 
a seemingly perfect record of alibis. Another Ludovic Travers mystery. $2.00 
Field, Peter OUTLAWS THREE Morrow 


(Originally reported for October 18th). A better than average Western, with 
the central character posing as hold-up man, card sharper, rustler, etc. . $2.00 
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January 26 


Blochman, Lawrence G. BOMBAY MAIL Little, Brown 


Much better than just a mystery. Belongs in the class with ORIENT EXPRESS, 
only better. Poisoning, shooting, jewel complications, cobras, confusion of identity, 
all the ingredients, on a train bound for Bombay. Fast action and good yarn. $2.00 

January 26 
Oppenheim, E. Phillips THE GALLOWS OF CHANCE Little, Brown 


An ace~one tale, with Oppenheim writing better than ever. English setting - 
Scotland Yard ~ the kidnapping of a home secretary ~ suspense and thrills. $2.00 


A "REPEAL READING LIST" 





Allen, H. W. ~ THE ROMANCE OF WINE ~ $4.00 (Dutton)- Vintage and vineyards. 


Carlisle, D. T. ~ WINING AND DINING ~ WITH RHYME AND REASON - $1.50 (Putnam) - Coming 
December 15th. Wines described, how to serve, care, place in menus. 


Elliott, Virginia - QUIET DRINKING - $1.00 (Harcourt, Brace) - To fit a new era of 
drinking. 


Grohusko, Je A. — JACK'S MANUAL ~ $2.00 (Knopf) - Current handbook on liquid refresh~ 
ments. 


Peixotto, E. C. ~ BACCHRPILGRIMAGE ~ $2.50 (Scribner) ~ Drink as you travel. _ 


Saintsbury, GE. ~ NOTES ON A CELLAR+BOOK - $2.50 (Macmillan) - An old standby and 
goodes 


Schoonmaker, F. & Marvel, T. - THE ABC OF WINES ~ $1.50 (Simon & Schuster) - January. 
A history of wines, and a study of the etiquette of serving. 


Shand, Morton ~ BACCHUS - $1.00 (Dutton) - An essay "in praise of". 
A BOOK OF OTHER WINES THAN FRENCH.- $3.50 (Knopf) - For palates 
wanting alcoholic culture. 


Stern, Ge Be — BOUQUET - $1.00 (Knopf) ~ New edition of a favorite book on wines. 
Street, Julian ~ WINES - $2.0C (Knopf) - Due December. Another book by a connoisseur. 


Taylor, Allan ~ WHAT EVERYBODY WANTS TO KNOW ABOUT WINES - $2.50 probably (Knopf ). 
Due December. A new handbook to satisfy current curiosity. 


- 


Thomas, Jerry ~ THE BON VIVANT'S COMPANION - $l. OO (Knopf) - A past master on mixing 
drinks includes some pertinent notes on wines. 


Whitaker, Alma ~ BACCHUS BEHAVE - $1.25 (Stokes) ~- Dignified drinking under considera- 


tion. 


- 


THE COCKTAIL BOOK ~ $1.25 (L. C. Page) ~ Also has notes on wines and their webs 


Note These Further Changes in Publication Dates la Isy 


Calmer, Migar ~ BEYOND THE STREET (Harcourt) from October 30 to January ((see Bs 
Neale, J» E. - QUEEN ELIZABETH (Harcourt) from October to February We Ps 1 BD 


Df SY 
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